 fishing it is something that needs to be addressed. A shovel,
- de-icing salt and a tow strap should be in every vehicle.

Practical and perhaps
life-saving tips for
fishing in extreme
weather conditions

hC air mePErE‘IUre was al'OUl’ld 26 degl’f:es as m}" C]ients

and [ launched my boat on December 7, 2014. At that

Poin( OVEer hali: Of Lake St. Claif Wwas frozen OVEr, aﬂd
thC Cfaz)‘ fc\v OF us Wh(} Sti{l SOU.gh'[ musl{ifs deSPite tht‘ frigid
conditions were left with only 2 couple of areas to fish. Sll,
clients John Cowan and Craig Sterling and I landed six
muskies, with Craig cacching an absolute monster.

Although this may seem wild to most, ice-up musky fishing
can be some of the best fishing of the season and offers a
chance ar the heaviest fish of the year. Super-late fall fishing
provides some amazing opportunities, but has a unique set of
obstacles. The level of preparation required is 10 times that of
a summer day. It is important that you be equipped to fish ef-
fectively and remain safe. Once you carch a musky that looks
like it swallowed a beach ball you will know that the challenges

~ were more than worth it!

I know that you dont normally see a lot of articles that talk
about having your tow vehicle prepared, but for this kind of
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You need a vehicle chat has four-wheel drive. If you are using
a [ruck, C.ai'r}' da COUPIE OF large SG.l'ld bﬂgf\ in [hf bfd fOr extra
\\.’eigh[. I Caﬂ‘t EVen rﬁll _\'OU. 1‘10\\' !‘11'.111)’ times 1 ha_\'f \\rﬂtched
guys launch their boat and were then not able to get their truck
up the icy ramp. If you don't have the ability to add weight to
the back of your vehicle, with things like sand bags or people
sitting on the [ai]garc, your only option becomes putting your
boat back on the trailer and using its weight to give your back
tires enough traction to ger up the ramp. Obviously this means
you will not be going fishing that day.

The shovel comes in handy when light snow falls overnight.
Even if there is no precipitation, when people use the ramp
the water dripping from their trailer has a Zamboni-cffect on
the ramp, turning it quickly into a sheet of ice. In that case the
de-icing salt is invaluable.

If you launch your boat and are not able to get your vehicle
back up the ramp duc to extreme ice, there are a couple things
you can try. First of all, the ice on the ramp normally goes from
the waterline up the ramp, while the area under the waterline
remains ice-free. Do not be afraid to back the rear tires of your
truck into the water a couple feer (while making sure you don't
put your exhaust completely under water) and use the solid
pavement under the waterline to geta little momentum going
up the ramp. If tha still doesn’t work, your last option will be
the tow strap — buy one that is longer then the length of the
incline of the ramp. You may need to attach two tow ropes ©
one another. By attaching a tow rope to the front of your ve-
hicle and then to another vehicle that is on flat ground, above
the crest of the ramp, you should be able to overcome any
ramp condition.
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Now that you have your boat
in the water successfully, the next
Extreme late season fishing may mean
you'll have to deal with ice on the water
— but the rewards can be huge, as
demonstrated by the author.

thing you need to worry about is
cold weather supplies for your
boat. Warm clothes are very
important but keep in mind
you and your clothes will be ger-
ting wet. Therefore, make sure
vour clothes are not only warm
but waterproof.

In addition there are several items =
that make fishing more comfortable and §555 5
safe. The first would be some rubber pads {
ro stand on when the boar deck gets icy: I pre-
fer imitation pavers made of rubber. The rub-
ber seems to really keep the ice off and because
they are flexible you can shake them out as you
would a rug. If you don't want to go that route
you can bring along some standard salt. If you use
non-rtreared salt (without chemicals), you can put it on
your carpet withoutany damage. Yes, you will have to
hose out vour boat at some point but the carpet will
be fine. Anyone who has run boats for any length of
time knows thar standard boat carpet in most quality
boats is more or less indestructible.

The next thing you need in your boat is some de-
icer. There are a lot of different brands on the market
bu [ really like to use standard 20-below windshield
washer fluid to keep reels running in subfreezing
temperatures. It isn’t the best for the reel, but consid-

ering
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you should be having them cleaned after

MUSKY ¢ PIKE » WALLEYE » SMALLMOUTH BAss [ houid o having (e ¢
e : ig deal.
PERCH ® CR.APPIE ® BEAR HUNT Fueled or chemical hand-warmers not

only work on hands, bur can be used in

4 compartments to keep them warm for
%?I?:QI{I:?{%L : gear, and for de-icing. A large rubber
¥ ONTARIO % '

band can hold hand-warmers on reels to
thaw them.

A portable heater is something you
shouldn’t be without. I prefer to use a
propane camping model and always carry
extra propane containers. They can be
used to warm your hands — especially

after releasing a fish — and to thaw your
reels when they lock up. By placing the
hearer berween the boat seats you can
ﬂormall)’ l’lang the I‘Ods aver fhe hcﬂ[er
with the reels abour seven ro 15 inches

above the flame, which will thaw them in
a few minutes. When the conditions are

this bad [ like to have everyone in the boat

set up with three rods each, all with the
same lure, so they can rotate berween
rods, hopef:u.ll}' getting 10 to 30 minurtes
out of each before they need to be
thawed.

The next necessity is a propanc torch

(28 Come try the trophy musky waters of
= southern Quebec. Experience awesome
fishing on the St. Lawrence

P— a;,d Ottawa which will come in handy when things
. l:ders fnealr freeze up. Use the torch to thaw out your
cedaibac trolling motor housing, and metal rod
holders if you're wolling,
muskymike@videotron.ca

51 4!795! 7998 : i[.'};;r;:tf:couple of important things

you need to check on your boat before

Musky Madness

Frlday, an. 29th featuring Jim Saric,
| : Joe Bucher and more!

Chlcagoland e 4 Sportfishing Spectacular

FISHINGﬁ’\ JANUARY 28-31

! Schaumburg Convention Center
Travel & Outdoor Expo sg,,iumbu,g‘ L

SportShows.com
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Musky Hunter TV Season DVD Sets

Host Jim Saric takes you on exciting musky adventures across
the musky's range. The Musky Hunter TV Show is television's
only all-musky show. Each 2-disc season set contains over three

nours of musky viewing.

Each MHTV Season Set, Seasons1-9 .........529.95 each

(Please specify which season when ordering) ”"';f Jeasoss
m”i:"u}:i'?gtgHine-SBasunSet e 1 ,0,5135'0“,5
Steve Heiting DVDs Siee Hesliags RedFin Outdoors/ Lindner’s Angling Edge
Better Bucktails For Muskies = & Musky Mayhem DVDs Musky Logic covers musky

will help you take your bucktail
fishing to new levels. 19
musky catches.

60 minutes. $24.95

Muskies: Go With
The Flow shows
how to fish in wind
and current.

60 minutes. $24.95

Muskies: Any

Time, Any Place
gives you the knowledge to
locate muskies any- ==
where. 60 minutes. =
$24.95

Muskies On The
Maove helps you
recognize revved-up
muskies. 60 min-
utes. $19.95

; Ga! all four ~
of Steve's
DVDs for $60

plus §7

By Jim Saric

MHM's Editor and TV show host reveals
the intangibles and technigues that
have helped him boat nearly 200
muskies of 50 inches or more. 237 pp.
82 photos and illustrations. §19.95.
E-hook available at muskyhunter.com

1ES
MY WAY
Musky Strategy
By Tom Gefb
Learn the secrets of the man who
boated three of Wl's largest muskizs

210 pp. 101 photos and illustrations.
HARDCOVER $24.95.

Big Blades, Big Muskies
includes 65 minutes of twin-ten
bucktail perspective
from the creator of the
Double Cowgirl.
$24.95

Focus On The 8
helps you be more
effective at catching
boatside muskies.
$21.05

Gregg Thomas’
Fishing Road Rules DVD

big water trolling, livebait tactics
and Gregg’s Florida tarpon trip.
$24.95

25 Can’t-Miss Musky Patterns
Edited by Musky Hunter

$19.95.
E-book available at muskyhunter.com

A Compendium of Muskie An-
gling History, Vols. 1and 2

Larry Ramsgll's exhaustive research
into the legend and history of musky
fishing. Vol. 1 discusses the world
records and is 643 pp; Vol. 2 discusses

Road Rules covers adjustments,

25 time-honored musky patterns from spring to
i |ce-up provided by 21 expert fishermen. Fully
detailed, 33 illustrations, 85 photos. 200 pages.

management, weed muskies,
small river muskies, how to
establish musky patterns, night fish- [
ing, and targeting deep holes
in rivers. Also covers advanced
electronics, musky teamwork,
and the figure-8. 77 minutes.
$19.95

The Dldest Musky Fishing
Film Ever Made

James Lind produced this
fascinating full-color film chroni-
cling musky fishing in northern
Wisconsin during the "good oid
days” of the 1940s. DVD format.
$24.95

Fishing The North Country
Map Books

The most comprzhensive and detailed

map books for northern Wisconsin aver

published. All books are 128-200 pp.

Specify book(s) you wish to order:

» 5t Germain-Sayner-Siar Laks

+ Prazgue |sle-Winchester

* Mercer-Turile Flambeau Flowage

+ Minocqua

* (isco Chair -Land O'Lakes-Phelps-
Conover

» Eagle River-Three Lakes
$20.00 each

» Boulder Junction-Manitowish Waters

» Chippewa Flowage-Sawyer County
$25.00 each

E-book available at history and is 721 pp. $34.95 each
muskyhunter.com TOM GELE SRS O occic. i o .
i Musky Hunter DVD & Book Order Form ;
The Complete Guide To Musky | Name i
Hunting, Second Edition | Address i
By Jim Saric and Steve Heiting -
- : ' i City State ZIP i
The musky fishing handbook. Musky I
Hunter’s editors cover everything in Check VISA M/IC _____ Exp. Date :
musky fishing. 90 photos, 19 illustra- . Card No. i
tions, 320 pp. $19.95. S|gnature
I
E-hook available at muskyhunter.com : Daytime telephone
]
The Greatest Musky Lt T i[aty. Item Name Price Total TO ORDER:
Stories Ever Told ! Mal this form with your
Edited by Musky Hunter 1 payment to:
From the hilarious to the incredible, j Musky Hunter
this book contains the best fish ! P.0. Box 340
?'.E;:'G.fies 0351 n,;u;g; Hunter's writers. :; :  Tax (WI15.5%) St. Germain, WI 54558
A s . . I
pp ! | Shipping Charges: { Subtotal VISA & MasterCard users call
E-book available at i1 difisaal | Shipping fre
st s o e
i : : Total 1-800-23-MUSKY
www.muskyhunter.com |

Thank you for your order! -

T




Diehard Fishing

you head into extremely cold fishing conditions to ensure you
don't damage your rig. First, check your lower unir oil. If there
is water in your lower unit and it freezes, you are looking at
some serious repairs.

Next, make sure that all of your bartteries are in top shape.
Cold weather is much tougher on batteries than warm weather
and they’ll wear down much quicker than you'd expect. If you

rs

Canadian :
. Wildemes_sj‘ _ .

on Little Vermilion Lake
Sioux Lookout, Ontario

- p——
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are running pumps and graphs all day on a weak cranking barery,
you may not have enough charge to crank your motor over at the
end of the day. Always load-test all your barteries to make sure they
are in top working order before you head out on those year-end
trips. If they are under par, change them out.

Itis always a good idea to keep some marine anti-freeze aboard.
I do not run it through my pumps unless [ have to, but it can save
you in a pinch.

Lastly, make sure that you put your boat plug in before you
leave. While you drive to the lake the trickle of water inside your
boat will freeze the boat plug hole shut. That means you will have
to start your morning trying to thaw the plug hole with vour fin-
gers — not fun!

Equipment

Be prepared to break stuff! It's just an unfortunare side-effect of
ultra-cold ﬁshing sowhen it happens, don'tler it desrroy your da}n
Having said that, there are a few reels that hold up better in the
cold then others. Avoid reels with a lot of plastic in them because
in extreme cold plastic gerts very brittle and can break. A basic rule
of thumb is that any reel under $300 has a lot ofplastic parts in
it. My favorite is the Shimano Calcutta TE 400 which has almost
all-metal parts and holds up to cold very well. When they start 1o
freeze-up they don't engage and start reeling, so simply hit the butt
of the rod on the deck of the boat with the rod pointing toward
the sky — the reel will engage every time.

When the air temperature gets below 27 degrees all reels’ level-
winds start failing, so you need to use reels withour levelwinds such
as the Shimano Trinidad.

Another option when the weather is this brutal is to troll. You
are better off to spool up with monofilament since it does not pick
up water, like braid. This will vastly limit the amount of water that
comes into the reel when you reel in the baits and will help keep
your reels ice-free. When trolling, reel up a couple inches of line
every few minutes to ensure the reel is working and thar the line

Original musky art,
custom trophy portraits,
and art prints.

Umlauf Art Studio

Located downtown

Lake Tomahawk, WI, on Hwy 47

umlaufstadio.com * 715-277-4474
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is not frozen in place inside the guides or
the reel itself.

Lastly, sharpen all your hooks before
you leave for the lake. Given thar feeding
windows are extremely short but the
chances are good for a giant during late
fall, you must make every bite count.
Sharp hooks are an absolute must and it’s
always easier and more comforrable to do
this before you get to the lake.

]

ainet -1'4
g ine Laxk

After your wintery adventure there are
a few extremely important things to keep
your boat prepared. When you pull the
boat from the water, keep it on an incline
with the motor lower than the bow. Often
times this can be on the ramp itself. From
there trim the outboard, and kicker if you
used it, all the way down to let all of the
water drain out. This will normally rake
five to 10 minurtes. Next start your motor
— out of the water — while it’s rimmed
down, and let it run for three to five sec-
onds to blow any leftover water out of the
exhaust. Normally you will see water
come out for a second or two. I usually
repeat this process twice just to make sure
all the warer is out.

Next, take the plug out and let the
angle of the boat drain all the water out
of the rig. After all of this is complete put
the plug back in so it cant freeze, tilt the
motors up, put on the transom saver, and
you can leave knowing that your boat is
ready for the next day.

I know this whole concept seems crazy,
but this is the reason why the few of us
who brave these conditions normally have
the lakes to ourselves. It's the dichard’s
way of life. And trust me when I say that
as soon as you catch a big musky when
the water temperature is below 40 degrees
you will see just how monstrously fat fish
can be ar this time of year. From that mo-
ment on you will be a believer.

FEor more about Field Fditor Spencer
Berman, visit
www.spencersanglingacdv.com

2

; o Lake. of.
nyLana ngiBayi

« Remote Island Camp (boat-in) * All-inclusive American Plan
« Housekeeping cabins * Free guided tour with map of muskie botspots
* Professional guide with 21 years lake experience

s Specializing in personal service

Write or Phone: 1-807-484-2930 U.S. residents call Toll-Free: 1-866-894-0674
Box 126, Nestor Falls, Ontario POX 1K -
e-mail: info@youngswildernesscamp.com * www.youngswildernesscamp.com

Primarily CASTING trips with
some trolling or jigging. .

Only 4.5 hours from
Chicago, 5 hours from
lis, 3 hours
~ from Columbus,
2.5 hours from
Cleveland.

2

CAPTAIN SPENCER BERMAN |

419-410-0498»
. T

www.SpencersAnglingAdv.com
SpencersAnglingAdv@gmail.com

Lake of the Woods, Ontario, ..
- Frolander's i¢ your home

to the Northwest Angle

—— of Lake of the Woods.

.~ located in Monument Bay,

our beautiful American Plan
_ resort caters to anglers
caaking a world class experience
for musky, walleye, g
pike and smallmouth bass. o

mer: 807-543-4059
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