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Spencer s Angling Adventures

Guided
Trips in
L EUER.S
Minneapolis

#”' Rates starting
at only
$250/day
' in Indiana
i or $275/day

S in Minneapolis

For information or to book a trip: Call 419-410-0498

www.SpencersAnglingAdv.com * SpencersAnglingAdv@gmail.com

On Sabaskong Bay———

Six-Time Muskies, Inc.
Chapter Challunge Headquarters
(1983, 1986, 1993, 1997, 2003, 2004)
Morson, Ontario 10, 000 muskies
In our catch
history!

» Ultra-modern one, two, three & four be

» Housekeeping ca

* Floating docks,

= All boats hav is ct

= Dining room with food and liquor available for ragistered guests only
Call or write for data on musky caiches:

1(888) 488-5601 or (807) 488-5601
Red ng Ludge Box 1008, Baudette, MN 56623

The convenience of 2 d n camp with the privacy you would expect on an island.
Family owned and operated for more than 45 years
www.redwinglodge.net

Develop A Pattern

- Growing selection *
- Full color photos®
- Secure, online ordering

Telephone: 1-218-568-6680 |
e-mail: sales@muskytackleonline.com
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and/or follows, so simply seeing fish
cannot be your only way of establishing
your pattern. Here 1 look for other fac-
tors that indicate a parttern is going ro
be successful.

Weed Lines vs. Open Water
After | have established some ground
rules for the lake I am fishing, I deter-
mine how [ wanr to fish. As far as estab-
Iishing a pattern is concerned, the two
major categories involved are open
water fishing or shallow water fishing.
When ﬁshing shallow weeds or rocks,
it is not necessary to rely on electronics
to locate fish neatly as much as over
open water. In water less than 14 feer

tl‘lt‘ sonar cone is .Si!‘ﬂpl)' 00 narrow to

provide useful data. For cxump[c. if

your boat is over 12 feet of water just
outside a weedline, your cone is only a
little more than a foot wide at the bot-
tom. While sonar can’t be relied upon ro
mark fish at this depth it is nor an
entirely ineffective tool — it can still
provide extremely useful information
on the nature of the weed or rock struc-
tures below. Look at factors such as
maximum weed depth, weed height and
weed density. Remember, when casting
you're trying to catch fish that are away
from the boat and if the weeds below
look like they would hold fish you must
move out in order to present your lures
to these areas.

There are a number of factors to look
for in when fishing weeds. The first is
the weeds’ color; if they’re green and
healthy there is a good chance muskies
will be using them. Another major fac-
tor is weed type — nor all weeds are cre-

ated equal. As a very general rule of

thumb, look for big, broad-leated weeds
such as cabbage since these allow
muskies and baitfish to easily move
through them. The last factor is weed
depth. When muskies are holding on
the ourside weed edge, chances are good
that the deeper a particular weed edge
grows compared to the rest of the lake.
the better it is going to be.

Keep in mind thar all of these things
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Your Online Guide to Muskie Fishing

Muskie <11.com

Fishing Reports * Guides * Resorts * Tackle

Presented By

& Outdoor Network

Web Hosting, Design & Marketing

E-Mail bob@outnetwork.com
Toll Free 1-888-704-8380

Develop A Pattern

are comparative to the rest of the cover
and structure thar a lake has to offer.
For example, if a lake has a mostly-con-
sistent weedline at 7 feet bur a particu-
lar stretch has weeds thar grow in
7 1/2 feet, this deeper stretch would
have the same fish-artracting effect as a
21-foot weedline would on a clear water
lake where the weedline is normally 17
feet. Any area where the weeds are deep-
er than the lake average will normally be
a good bet to hold fish. Find a number
of these different factors in one area and
there is a good chance a pattern is going
to hold muskies even if they don't show
inicially.

Island View

Eastern Upper Peninsula, Michigan
Catch big muskies without traveling to Canada!

* Premier musky fishing on the St. Mary's River
* Under new ownership * Year-round rentals
* Our tackle store features the best selection

of musky tackle in the area!

(906) 647-7755
www.islandviewresortmi.com
e-mail info@islandviewresortmi.com
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When casting to open water, howev-
er, the name of the game is electronics,
electronics, elecrronics. Here you must
be totally dependent on your sonar to
show whether a pattern will hold fish.
As is true in any open water situation,
the two factors to look for are baithsh
and muskies.

[t is a common misconception that
muskies will always be around pods of
baitfish. Most of the time baithsh will
indicate muskies in the area; however,
you can't follow baitfish blindly. To ver-

IF\ that they're in the area, you should
be sceing good arches on your electron-

- Musk@Hunter

MAGAZINE

On-Line Directory

Think of it as your
one-stop musky shop for:
* Guides ° Tackle
e Taxidermy eTournaments
* Lodging * Sport Shows
* Marine Dealers * Musky Clubs
and so much more!

www.muskyhunter.com
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Develop A Pattern

Obviously, the nature of trolling does not allow an angler to
know how many fish have engaged the lure(s) and only
strikes are known. Keep in mind, if you spend five hours
trolling with no bites, or you spend five hours casting and see
ten follows but don't have any strikes, your overall resules
were the same. Many anglers like to compare casting action
to trolling bites, but this provides an inaccurate accounting
of what happened and does nothing to discern whether cast-
ing or trolling are better. Focus on factors other than imme-
diate results in order to establish whether trolling is going to
produce.

Wartching electronics while trolling should show whether
muskies are holding beneath the trolling run. This will be
tough to see while weedline trolling, bur while open water
trolling it should be easy to mark both muskies and baitfish.
If there are large arches (muskies) and baicfish on the screen
it becomes a simple matter of keeping baits in front of them
and waiting. Trolling is a patience game. If you hope to boat
between one and three muskies in a 12-hour day;, remember
that only calculates to around a fish every four to 12 hours
— a 45-minute trolling run is nor exactly a fair crack. When
muskies are present on the graph, give your trolling efforts at
least two hours before writing off the pattern as unsuccessful.

Adventitre

on Little Vermilion Lake

= -

Sioux Lookout, Ontario

www.fires ldelodge.com
1-800-545-0815
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Night-Fishing

Night-ﬁshing has, \Vi[hﬂu[ a dﬂub[, bCCOmC one OF [h'e most
consistent producers of huge muskies. As a guide in Minnesora,
I have experienced first-hand the enormous benefits of night-
ﬁshing. Tl'n'ee OF [hf '[Op ﬁ\-"e ﬁSh in ﬂ'l)-' boaf Iast ‘\'ca.l' WEre
caught after the sun had set. On the other hand, night-fishing
offers tremendous frustration, especially when trying to pattern
fish. In night-fishing, as in wolling, an angler is unable to sce fol-
lows and thus is only aware of a musky’s presence when it bites.
This amount of inaction, again, makes developing a pattern very
tough. There are, however, a few key signs in night-fishing to let
an angler know thart a parttern is going to pay big dividends.

The first major indicator is the presence of muskies in the
same location during the day. I often spend bright sunny day
after bright sunny day looking to find fish and get follows, so
that at night I can come back to those same fish and put hooks
into them. Whenever you're seeing large numbers of lazy follows
in an area or on a lake it is normally a quick sign that these fish
are eating at nighr.

Another sign thar night-fishing will produce is the presence of

both baitfish and muskies just outside of a structure. If a night
pattern is occurring. baitfish and muskies will frequently sus-
pend just off of structure during the daytime hours before mov-
ing shallow at night. If this is the case vou will often see the sus-
pended baitfish rise and then start to disappear off the graph
when it gets dark as they begin to leave open water and move to
the structure. When the majority of the baitfish and arches have
disappeared from your screen muskies are likely on the structure
and looking for food.

Both of these scenarios are primary examples of times when
you can expect a good night partern. Despite these positive fac-
tors always remember thart this is still musky fishing and it is
rarely easy. Often times you need to pound the water with little
to no apparent results before success. With that in mind, leok
for positive signs of acrion, then work hard to reap the rewards.
Always remember that fishing unril there is only a bar of yellow
light on the horizon is not really night-fishing, and most of the
time you need to give it considerably more time in total dark-
ness before writing off the nighr pattern.

Networking

Musky fishing has always been a sport of extreme secrecy, with
anglers driving to ramps in the dark to make sure they were not
followed. In addition, there is misinformation distributed
amoﬂg L‘.Ilglfl‘s. W’IE]] the incﬁpliﬂn Of resources SUCh a8 Iﬂtfrnet
FOrleS. musk}' L‘{nglers are begiﬂning o Ieﬂrn [he mll'[ulll bfﬂed
fit that can result from nerworking. By employing these tools
anglers can get a healthy idea of how a lake is producing, thus
allowing them a better idea of what to look for on the water.
This inf:ormation can gO a Ioﬂg '«Va:r' [O\Nﬂrd discffﬂing a Pat[ern.
When you have been getting consistent reports of “your” lake
being slow, then you know in advance that you are probably in
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