By Spencer Berman, Contributing Writer

we were both casting big rubber baits — he a big Medussa, myself
a Pounder BullDawg. After a couple hours I had caught three
muskies and my client one. At that point he asked if he should switch
from the Medussa to a Pounder, but I suggested that he stay with the AR T u
Medussa but fish it in a manner similar to how I was retrieving the
Pounder.

The retrieve that was working for me required that I work the rod very
hard with a lot of direction changes on the pulls, rather than a standard
pull-pause retrieve. On thar day it just seemed to be whart the muskies
wanted. After I demonstrated the technique, we both started catching fish _
pretty evenly. The day was capped when my client caught his fise 50—
incher. S =

That evening my client asked me how I had learned all the tricksto fish- =
ing rubber baits. After thinking about it, I answered that Thad only figured =
out small pieces of the technique myself but had learned most of it by
watching two different guys, both of whom are easily the best shallow and
deep rubber fishermen T have ever met. From Dennis Lappen [ learned
Shallow BullDawg applications and from Mark Lijewski [ acquired deep
edge and open water applications. Hours of experience since have added
to the knowledge base that I learned from these anglers when [ was a teen-
ager.

This concepr of learning different practices from other skilled anglers is
something that I have used to become a better fisherman. I think every
musky fisherman can benefit from similar observations of accomplished
anglers.

There is no better way to learn a technique and gain confidence in it

= : l ast summer [ was fishing on Lake St. Clair with a new client, and
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than to model yourself after the anglers who are known for that particular
skill. The first major challenge is figuring out which professional, guide,
TV host or talented weekend warrior from whom you want to learn. Look
for the areas in the musky world where thar technique is most used and
then see who in that area is leading the way. For example, big water trolling
on Lake St. Clair, shore-line trolling in Kentucky, deep edge rubber fishing
in Wisconsin, and buckrail fishing in Minnesorta. In each of these areas
the techniques have been refined and mastered over time and reperition.
It stands to reason the anglers who stand out on their designated waters
are going to be the best in the world at their respective technique. There-
fore, they are the ones to seck out.

Deep Edge Rubber

As a young musky fisherman, I fished with some of the best anglers in
the world. What I tried to do in each of these situations was to learn what
cach angler’s skill set was and then base my own application of that given
technique on what I learned from that angler. For example, when I was
17, 1 fished with Mark Lijewski, who basically rewrote the rules on deep
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If you truly want to learn a
technique, go to where it’s
popular among musky
fishermen, and then fish
with the best of the best

The author's clients, Chris and Keith Barton, -.
release a musky doubleheader caught ombig
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TOM GELB

Gelb's

ecrets
evealed

In his book, Musky Strategy,
Tom Gelb discusses the
methods he used to catch
three of the largest muskies
ever boated from Wisconsin
waters, including a verified
51-pounder in 2006.

Musky Strategy outlines how
to find and catch the biggest
muskies that live in a lake,
including all the little details
that matter when you embark
on your own quest for a
giant musky.

210 pages » 101 photos & illus.
Hardcover with dustjacket

“Only $24.95
plus $7 S&H

1-800-23-MUSKY
muskyhunter.com
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Learn From The Best

edge and suspended muskies in Wiscon-
sin using [1ig rubber lures, speciﬁca]l}'
BLlllDa\\'gs. For a while, he dominared
northern Wisconsin tournament circuits.

Mark taught me to use my graphs to
determine the t:dge of the t:ablmge or mil-
foil and then to additionally look for the
deeper sandgrass edge. Once you pin-
point these, he told me to pull out about
30 to 40 feer and cast inward. By having
a good Lmderstanding of how all the dif-
ferent layers of weeds lay out you will be
able to precisely rarget the deep edge and
catch the bigger fish. Other concepts that
[ learned from Mark was to look for spe-
cific weed densities and, most impor-
tancly, the presence of baitfish in those
weeds. By using good clectronics, such as
Humminbirds 360-Imaging and Side Im-
aging, you can learn which of the weeds
have enough room for baitfish and
muskies to maneuver through. This con-
cept of learning from the best not only cut
down dramarically on my learning curve
of this technique, burt ensured thart I was
working with the top information avail-
able.

In addition to learning to fish big rub-
ber from Mark, I was also able to take
away a lot of information abour targeting
open water muskies. He was the first per-
son to point out how to really read a
graph — not to just look for balls of bait-
fish or muskies in open water, but to use
thar information to calculate percentages
and the likelihood of getting a strike, as
well as fish arritudes and level of aggres-
sion. By using graphs to determine how
close muskies are positioned to their food,
as well as how rightly the baitfish are
balled up, you can determine these points.

The bottom line here is that in the state
of Wisconsin, open water and deep edge
fishing is a way of life. The layour of the
lakes and the baitfish that inhabit them
dictate this, and it is up to us to use that
to our advantage and adapt to it. The
hugely disproporrional amount of tour-
namenct victories that can be actributed to
this technique sped.ks to its effectiveness
in not only Wisconsin bur around the

musky range.
] £

Trolling

One of the most common questions |

am asked by clients while trolling is why
I use monofilament line. My answer is to
ask them a question: where have anglers
been trolling open water for muskies the
longest? The answer is the St. Lawrence
Rj\'er ﬂnd Lakﬂ S{< Clair. IIl 1‘)0[}1 Arcas [l'le
'EOP muSk}' [ro“t‘l—s ﬂ“ use I'['il)“ﬂﬁlﬁlncl’l[
bCCElUSE-' iES Strt‘tch —= neill'l}'se\'et'i FEE( pf_'r
100 feer — works like a rubber band to
I\'C"p consrtant pl‘essul‘ﬁ' on a Flsh \\'1‘1”6
fighting ir.
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Fl'om fl‘p ['ﬂllsl'(‘\' ITOHCI'S is [l'lf diH"ElfﬂCf
in trolling lure actions. On St. Clair, the
muskies tend to eat smaller lures in the
summer, typically 5 to 6% inches long,
such as Custom X Furys and St. Clair Baic
Companys Crazy 8s. On the St
Lawrence, it seems thar larger lures tend
to come into play, often the big Jake and
Believer from Drifter Tackle. While on
the surface it may appear that the muskies
simply prefer different lures sizes, when
you ask expert trollers you get a different
STorY.

On St Clair in the summer, the
muskies seem 1o prefer the grear side-to-
side “hunting” action that smaller lures
can achieve. They not only move with a
wobble bur also kick ourt left and right,
which seems to be the key to triggering
strikes. On the St. Lawrence, a bigger,
floppier wobble seems to be the ricket.

Top trollers such as Jason Quintano
from Fins and Grins Charters on St. Clair,
and Rich Clarke from Sign Man Charters
on the St. Lawrence, are experts at setting
up trolling spreads, depth control, fight-
ing fish, etc. and they are perfect people
to learn from.

Big Bucktails

Another prime example of these con-
cepts draws our attention to Minnesota
and the emergence of the Cowgirl. This
revolutionary musky lure was the hortest
thing going for a number of years, but as
more anglers began to use it and fish be-
came educated to it, you started to see its
effectiveness begin to decline. As a result,
the top Minnesora anglers began to come
up with new, creative ways to keep catch-
ing muskies.

As the fish became more skittish and
unwilling to eat these lures on the retrieve,
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we saw a huge push roward longer rods
and figure-8 muskies. After that the an-
glers began to do very well on double-13's
and double-8’s rather then double-107,
simply because they had a slightly differ-
ent vibration the fish had nort ver felt

We need to learn from the example set
by these top buckrail fishermen and focus
on other concepts. Use longer rods to pre-
torm great figure-87%, and try buckrails
with double-8’s and 13’ blades rather
than 10’ to get that slightly different vi-
bration. By mimicking such elite anglers’
buckzail applications, you will not only
become a better angler but will ultimately
carch more fish.

Musky fishing, like any other sport, has
many different styles and techniques for
its followers to learn. Although everyone
has their own opinions there are always
going to be certain guys who simply seem
to be ahead of the curve. Therefore,
whenever you want to learn a new con-
ceptin musk)' ﬁshing, do a lirrle research.
ies, g line and find

out \'\'hCFL‘ in EI‘JC ]11LL51{\' rangc anglcrs

SECOND EDITION
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have been doing that technique the
longest. From there, look at the anglers
who have risen to the top with that tech-
nique. Often. vour job will be made easier
because the anglers’ names will have be-

come synonymous with that style of fish-
ing, such as Steve Herbeck and livebait
fishing, Gregg Thomas and short-line cessible el by-Honfplane:
trolling, Mark Lijewski and rubber baits, :

etc. Learn whart these anglers do so well

NIELSEN'S FLy-IN LoDGE

and what their concepts are. Use refer- Rowan Lake, Ontario [
ences such as DVDs, tournament results,
TV shows or, if they guide, hire them for
a day. Use what you learn to construct
your own approach and you will have a
short road to success.
Winter 1 800—653 5946 -
Author Spencer Berman is a full-time Summen1-807-226:1 234
captain on Lake St Clair and the Detroit
River. For wmore about Spencer, visit
www.spencersanglingady.com
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ON ANY MOBILE
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