By Spencer Berman, Contributing Writer

")_rf‘r? m.rfs»@_y ﬁ)ﬁ'azw a liere all ehe way to the boar without eat-
fng it, the ﬁs}rs 105 101 €o mltrfere{y ﬁ)ai’m’ and thus did not want to
eat that bait. Thats why it only followed.”

— Legendary musky fishermen Steve Herbeck

ast summer | was ﬁshing on Lake of the Woods with

friend ROSS DEI'IV. Iﬂ t]'lﬁ ﬁrst [hI'CC l'lours, ROSS landed

three muskies while ﬁshing in the front of the boat, all
caught b_\' burning black Double Cowgirls. During that time,
wWe didn‘t ha\’e Rﬂ}" fO”O\VS. After [he fhi]’d ﬁSh, [ tD]d ROSS rha[
I Wanted a Chal'lcf o ﬁsh EI’SI wWalrer. I was Casting a \\’ﬂlle’\’ﬁ
Shaﬂow BUI] Dﬂ\\'g al'ld IT[OVfd o '[hC' {:rorl[ Of the boa[. On
thc NexXc couple OF SPOIS we ﬁshfd, I raised a number 01'_ ﬁS]'l
but CDUId not gCE Elﬂ’\’ Di'_ Eheln o cart, While RDSS, in [}lf back
of the bear, did not producc an}-‘rhing. I think it is fair o say
[hat IMost musk_\' ﬁsherman can stare [har EhC‘V ha\'C had a Sim'
ilar experience at some point or another.

There are a couple of different reasons something like this
could occur, such as a Fceding window, the time of da}', or
more active fish were holding on the first couple spots.
However, in this case the reason was simple — it was because
of an improper lure order. [ am pretty sure about that because
after I my sixch follow in the front of the boat without having
a strike, T switched to a black Cowgirl and started getting
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strikes.

l\‘{an.\’ \-\'Ould assume we Should bE Oka}' 11’1 our Prcsentatiﬂn
because Ross was in the back of the boat using a Cowgir[ while
I was raising fsh with the Bull Dawg. However, in this sce-
nario, my bait was pulling the muskies off their ambush spots
but was not trl"ﬂerlﬂg 5[1’11\55 BV dOll’lg S0 I was not aHD\’Hng
RDSS 4 Chance o Put a Iure n f.:forlt Gf[hfse ﬁsh.

A lot goes into lure selection. We consider time of year,
srrucrure, fhf IDCaticn “-'hCrC we are ﬁshing, \\"hat h:}_"r bt‘:el‘l
hot, along with many other things. However, one vital aspect
Of‘ll.ll'f Sflfction [hat FC\V peoplc takc into account iS thf OrdCf
in which the lures are seen by the fish. You can actually catch
fewer fish if you don't consider this. Lure selection based on
vour position in the boat should not be haphazard.

Musky fishermen love to see follows but you can't show off
a picture of a big follower. We need to get muskies ro bite and
then get them in the net. For this reason I would advise all
anglers to reread Steve Herbeck's quote and then think about
it some more,

Speed

To ger the most from a day on the water vou must set up
vour lures in a proper order. The first lures cast at a spot should
be those that are best at triggering and hooking. Next should
be those lures which normally ger more follows and fewer
strikes.
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One of the easiest lures to lead off with is your fastest-mov-
ing lure, normally a buckail or a fast-moving topwater. W hen
a lure is traveling at a very high rate of speed it forces muskies
to react quickly and this quick thought process for their small
brain normally results in a lot of strikes. With a high rate of
speed, muskies are forced to exhaust a lot of encrgy chasing
the lure down and thus have more invested in the activity,
making it harder for them to just follow and not cat. Botrom
line — when the first lure in the boat is moving fast it is going
to trigger a lot of strikes from active fish while not getting too
many follows from semi-active fish, leaving them on the spots
and catchable for the other people casting in the boar.

Next in line should be a medium-speed lure, something like
a slower buckeail, topwater, crankbait, etc. This lure will often
draw the most follows because it will make it much easier for
semi-active fish to slowly slide in behind the bait and follow,
bur it does not necessarily mean thar it will get a lot of strikes.
When in this position, I like reeling the first part of the
retrieve at a medium pace and then finishing the retrieve very
quickly, which may trigger a follower. The lures I like for this
are Cowgitls, medium to hard-pulled Bull Dawgs, nwitched
Jakes and Big Games, or quickly-worked Phantoms.

For the last in line, try a very slow-moving bait which will
attrace a lot of follows and ger a fair amount of strikes from
less-aggressive fish. The baits thar I like o use for this are
slowly-moved Bull Dawgs, Phantoms, long-paused Jakes,

slow-rolled Cowgirls and slow-moving topwaters.

Now, understand that very rarely will we use one lure from
cach category. These different categories of lure retrieves
require different boar speeds, so normally I make an educared
guess (based on water temperature and experience) and then
stare with only two of the different groups being used at the
same time. Typically, with three anglers in the boat in condi-
tions when I think higher lure speeds would be berter, the first
two fishermen will use fast speeds followed by the third angler
with a medium-speed lure. If I anticipate the fish may be more
sluggish, the first two anglers may start with
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speed baits while the third follows up
with a slow-moving presentation.

Another rhing to keep in mind is suc-
cess. If there are two F:'as:—moving baits
and one medium-speed lure being cast
from your boar and the medium bair
gers hit, then you should immediatei)f
consider switchmg one of the fast-mov-
ing baits to a medium. Thar same prin-
cipie app]iv:s to any of the different lev-
els of_speed — ifsome[hing works then
feed the fish more of it

One unfortunarte scenario is when [
have really no clue whart speed of lures
the fish will want, In this situation I
choose 1o use one from cach group and
let the fish tell us what they want. I will,
however, make sure the fastest-moving
baits are going first.
Casting Angles

A major consideration in lure order is
vour casting angle. Often when you are
fishing a weedline, breakline or rockbar,
there will be a fair amount of muskies
suspended just off the edge rather than

Young's

on the top. When you recognize this,
irs a good idea for the person in the
front of the boart to cast his lure ahead
of the boar, para”el to the edge. By
doing this, you are not only rargeting
more fish than those on the reef, but
you give the ang[er batring second to
cast at “fresh” warter, thus ncarl)' dou-
bling your chances of finding active

throws a monkeywrench into the lure
order concept because there usually are
just as many fish on one side of the boar
as the other. In this situation — no
matter if you are casting to open water
shad or cisco schools or deep humps, it
is important to spread out your lures by
casting to both sides of the boat.
Casting to different sides allows vou to
cover a 360-degree area of warter and
will allow everyone in the boar to have
an equal opportunity at fish. In this sce-
nario it is not really important to keep

And Outpost

fhe [Llffs iﬂ th& PrOPer Drder baSC‘d on
speed, but it is important to consider
which bait appears to be working and
then duplicate its order to get more
bites.

A quick guide note — when casting
to both sides of the boat, be extremely
carcful that nobody’s backswing hooks
another in the boat. Everyone has to
work together to keep all safe.

We all have favorite lures. However,
when fishing with others you need o
coordinate who is throwing whar bair as
outlined here. In this manner, each
angler will have a good chance to land a
monster no marter where they are posi-
tioned in the boar.

Auzhor Spencer Berman guides in
Indiana from March through May and
then fishes Lake St. Clair from [fune into
December. For more information, visit
wiww. spencersanglingadv.com.

Wilderness Camp

Muskie hunting at its finest in the undisturbed beauty of
Steven’s Bay - Lake of the Woods, Ontario, Canada

* Remote Island Camp © Specializing in Personal Service
* Housekeeping Cabins ® American Plan Packages

* Map with current fishing hotspots
* Kishkutena Lake Qutpost — Excellent
Muskie ¢ Bass

Write or Phone: 1-807-484-2930
U.S. residents call Toll-Free:

1-866-894-0674

Box 126, Nestor Falls, Ontario POX 1K0
e-mail: info@youngswildernesscamp.com
www.youngswildernesscamp.com
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