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By Spencer Berman, Coniributing Writer

n the first of this 2-part series, we focused on how
changes over the past 60 years have affected Lake St.
Clair, its musky population and the forage base.
These changes have affected musky fishing on Lake St
Clair, and successful anglers have had to adapt. Though
this article focuses on Lake St Clair, many of these con-
cepts may apply on vour local lakes.
As is only appropriate for Lake St. Clair, we will split
up the fishing into two different categories — twrolling
and casting.

Trolling

As most of vou are aware, most of the trollers on St.
Clair employ a mast planer board system. This allows
anglers to spread out their lines much more effectively
than with in-line boards. as well as allowing them ro troll
in much bigger waves and at much higher speeds. That
concept remains unchanged on Lake St. Clair and if you
are planning to go out to strictly troll, you simply cannot
beat a mast system. On the flip side, speed is the one area
we have seen major changes.

Lake St. Clair used to be easy to troll for one very sim-
ple reason — the fish were extremely hungry. Due to a
less-than-desirable amount of forage, muskies were
forced to be extremely opportunistic in their feeding.
This basically meant thar as long as you put a bait over
fish, they would eat it. For this reason the lake developed
a high speed trolling merhod of fishing with most boats
going in the neighborhood of 5 mph (if not higher).

However, on today’s Lake St. Clair high speed is rarely
the best choice. If you are looking to produce numbers of
fish on the lake these high-speed trolling ractics are not a
bad choice, especially in the middle of summer when the
water is warm. However, most days you will find it very
difficult to find quality fish doing these kinds of speeds.
Today's St. Clair monsters generally seem to prefer baits
being trolled in the y 4.0 mph range. In addition to
this being my opnion. 1 spoke with Captain Jason
Quintano. a good friend and owner and operator of Fins
and Grins Musky Charters. He is also the winner of both
the Muskie Bash Classic and the Big Show Shootout, two
of the largest trolling tournaments on Lake St. Clair last
}"'Cal‘.

Says Quintano: "My optimal trolling speeds on Lake
St. Clair last year were berween 3.4 to 4.0 mph, but gen-
erally T keep it right around 3.8 mph. This will not only
allow you to catch good numbers of muskies but also big
fish as well.”

It seems that since the muskies are so much better-fed
today they are not forced to simply eat whenever they see

food. In my opinion, this is why slowing down and force-
feeding them a bit more is so successful, especially for the
larger, smarier fish which tend to be far less. suicidal.
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St. Clair

Having said all of that, do not be afraid to kick up the
speed some days in the summer when fishing is tough and
you are not getting bites. As you know, the only rule in
musky fishing is that there are no rules. Slower speeds are
simply a guideline; you always need to pattern the fish for
the day you are on the water.

There have also been major changes in the lures used for
trolling. In the past, mainly smaller, jointed crankbaics
were at the forefront. Today this is far from the case.
Although joined crankbaits still catch muskies, the majori-
ty of the larger fish today are coming on straight crankbaits
and buckrails. Crankbaits such as Muskie Train's MX6 and
Donatos Custom Lures 6-inch Enforcer have been top
choices. As for buckrails, Spanky’s and Double Cowgirls
always seem to lead the way. The much cleaner warer, in
addition to the slower speeds, seem to make the flash of the
buckrails and the slower wobble of the straight crankbairs
perfect for big fish and numbers.

Quintano agrees. “The big fish bait right now on St
Clair is a buckrail. Don’t get me wrong, we do well on
crankbaits but buckrails seem to be what's putting the big
fish in the boat day in and day out for us trollers,” he said.
“I prefer to run smaller bucktails in the early season and
then, as the season progresses, the bigger buckrails with
double 10s are always in the set.”
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A Pounder proved
irresistible to

this 53-inch

Lake St. Clair giant for
author Spencer Berman.

Casting

The rather interesting part of casting on Lake St. Clair is
that the concept is fairly new. Granted, there were a few guys
out there casting a decade ago, but for the most part the cast-
ing approach is the new kid on the block. Despite the new
stature, casting anglers have posted some monster catches.
These big fish catches have given casting massive credibility
and attention on St Clair. However, due to the lake’s complete
lack of any distinguishable structure, casting can appear to be
the proverbia] needle in a ha}rstack. Despite this, once you get
it dialed in, lﬂ—plus fish da}'s are not only achievable, but actu-
ally common.

The first major thing to look for are weeds. Lake St. Clair is
pre[r_v leCh completd}/ Surrounded Wlth a \'arie[)' OF diﬂ:'el'ent
V\-"ﬁﬁds. W"herl _‘_'OU. are [argering Sha“ﬂ“' \VEEng growing in
depths of less than seven Feet, there are a couple things to con-
sider. First of all is cahbage. The lake is full of milfoil, grass
and cabbage, and all of these weeds can hold fish. However,
hands down, the cabbage beds hold the most and biggest.
Normally, a good rule of thumb is to search the weedbeds for
stretches of cabbage. Mark these with waypoints, and then

corm
tho
min
dep
you
sho
wee
and
for
side
T
can
bre:
oo
feet
up
sol
on
will
The
loac
ang
fair
}’OU
A
cha
abl
rive
the;
On
WEE
dUE
ren
bait
}’OU
will
tha
[he
driy
fish
will
T
ang
wart
Cla
SCCI
Wh

mal

tha
life
tha
key

Wal



come back to these areas and fish them
thoroughly. It is important to keep in
mind that due to the extremely shallow
depth of Lake St. Clair, just because
you see a weedline between you and
shore does not mean there won't be
weeds to the outside — berween you
and open water, as well. Always look
for additional weed growth on either
side of your current position.

The next major structural items you

LAKE ST. CLAIR GUIDED MUSKY HUNTS

Primarily CASTING trips with 2~
seme trolling or jigging.
©Only 4.5 hours from
Chicago, 5 hours from

" Indianapelis, 3 hours

~ from Columbus,

2.5 hours from
Cleveland.

can target on the warter are the sand
breaks. Although they do not seem all
too steep, generally only one to two
feet, these sand breaks actually make
up a large depth change in a lake with
so little contour. In addition, normally
on the bortom of the sand breaks you
will find a small edge of cabbage.
These cabbage edges are almost always
loaded with big fish. Luckily for
anglers, these sand edges are normally
fairly well marked and easy to find on
your map or GPS.

Another major structural item is the .
channel edge. Most of you have prob-
ably heard how amazing these deep

419-810-0498,
www.SpencersAnglingAdv.com
SpencersAnglingAdv@gmail.com

TROPHY MUSKY CAMP

HOST: ANDY MYERS LODGE
WHERE: EAGLE LAKE, ONTARIO, CANADA
EXPERIENCE THE TROPHY MUSKY HUNT OF A LIFETIME!

FALL TROPHY HUNT ULTIMATE
SEPT. 8-0(T. 6 FALL TROPHY HUNT
All PKGs Available O¢T. 6-13, OCT, 1320

river channel edges are in the fall, burt
they also hold fish in the summer.
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Once again, target areas with good off regular rates Limited to 12 anglers
weed edges, preferably cabbage. Also, Guided or unguided. Inclusive A/P Guided PKG
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rent, it is often a good idea to work
baits deeper down the edges. By lerting
your baits sink down the edge a bit, it

will help to get them in front of fish
that are lying near bottom. Normally
the fish in these channels have been
driven down by the current, so if the
fish are off the weed edges this tactic
will work great.

The last major casting area for
anglers to targer is open warer. “Open
water” on a lake as large as Lake St
Clair's roughly 270,000 acres may
seem an impossible task, but it is not.
When you consider that the two pri-
mary forage fish on the lake for
muskies are shad and perch, species
that spend the majority of their adule
life in open water, it only makes sense
that these open warer arcas would be
key casting locations.

Normally when I look for open
water areas I seek one of three things

220 YEARS CUMULATIVE EXPERIENCE
WITH EAGLE LAKE MUSKIES.

ACCEPT NO IMITATIONS!

ANDY MYERS LODGE + 1-888-727-58

WWW.ANDYMYERSLODGE.COM < E-MAIL: INFO2ANDY MYERSLODGE.COM
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Visit the Wabigoon Chain of Lakes

- on Wabigoon Lake
Lea— S Northwestern Ontario, Canada

Toll Free 1-866-815-5971

www.bonnybay.com e e-mail: Idavis@drytel.net
walleye ® northern ¢ smalimouth bass ° muskie ¢ perch
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St. Clair

— baitfish, weeds or muskics. Baitfish
in a lake as shallow as this are rather
hard to see on a graph below you, due
to the small sonar cone size and spooky
nature of baitfish around the boat.
Side imaging, on the other hand, is
extremely useful and allows you to see
baitfish on either side of you withourt
being over top of them. By using side
imaging vou can look for areas on the
lake thar consistently hold baitfish.

Weed areas in open water typically
do not grow all the way to the surface
bur will normally grow in patches two
to five feet off the bottom. These
weeds almost always hold both num-
bers of muskies as well as some of the
largest fish.

The last thing vou should be looking
for, and this goes for any of the rtactics
discussed  above, are muskies.
Whenever you see, hook, or catch a
musky, you should always immediate-
ly waypoint the spot. These fish tend
to run in packs and where there is one

there are almost always more, even if

vou cannot see any reason that fish
would be there in the first place. A
good rule of thumb is to waypoint any
muskies contacted and then fish that
area For a \\'hile Lo S€€ IF [hfl'e are ﬂn.\'
others.

Lures

When it comes to casting lures on
Lake St. Clair, there is one major fac-
tor to consider: are you casting in areas
used by trollers? Trollers typically use
only two types of lures — crankbairs
and buckrails — and they can only
make the lures go in a straight line. For
that reason when I am fishing where a
lot of wrolling boats are workm I
almost never wuse buckrails or
crankbaits, and instead go with lures to
which I can impart action. In my opin-
ion, there is no better lure for that than
a Bull Dawg.

A Bull Dawg is a caster’s dream for
St. Clair simply because it allows you
to impart so much action, all of which
the trollers’ straight-running lures can-
not duplicate. Also, it gets down
roughly two to five feer, which allows
you to both work it over weeds and,
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when needed, it can ger be fished deep-
er when you are in open water. I prefer
to give my Bull Dawgs lots of stopping
and starting, up-down and left-right
action by doing a lot of hard rips with
my rod in every direction. In the sum-
mer it normally works best o be
extremely aggressive with your Bull
Dawgs in order to trigger fish that have
normally seen most baits going in a
straight line. On the other hand, in
early June and the fall, normally long,
slow pulls work better for the slightly-
slower metabolic rates of colder water
muskies.

Ovther baits which seem to work well
are gliders, such as Hellhounds and
Softail Phantoms, in addition to jerk-
baits like the classic weighted Suick.

When you are casting in the shallow
weedy areas of the lake you will not
have to worry about the trollers having
already given the muskies a chance to
hit their buckrails. For that reason I
tend to throw a lot of Double Cowgirls
in these areas. As a bonus, these baits
ride perfectly over the high-growing
weeds making them, casily, the best
choice for this type of fishing on St.
Clair. T have also found thar speed is
often a primary trigger for buckrails on
St. Clair and I almost always use a
higl]-speed reel to trigger strikes.

Lake St. Clair is one of those few
lakes that seems to have it all. [t is
extremely large with a lot of different
fish-catching options. You can woll,
cast or jig and all of these ractics give
vou a chance at catching great num-
bers of muskies as well as some mon-
ster fish. With more than 200,000
muskies in the lake, many of them
breaking the 50-inch barrier, there are
more than enough fish to make your
fishing experience unforgettable.

Captain Spencer Berman fishes the
musky waters of [ ndiana as well as Lake
St. Clair. For more about Spencer, visit
www.spencersanglingady.com
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' plus their fit and finish’ is second to none.”— National Freshwater Fishing Hall Of Fsme Angler. Joe Bucher |
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a Desaler near you visit:

Young's Wilderness Camp
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to the Northwest Angle

= =" of Lake of the Woods.

o~ Located in Monument Bay,

our beautiful American Plan

. resort caters to anglers

seeking a world class experience
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, pike and smallmouth bass.’y
T
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