§ Brian Ruh and the author smilg over Brian’
&= 55-inch summer musky caught on a Pounder.

Just like any other lure, soft
plastics need to be tuned right
to get the most from them

By Spencer Berman, Field Editor

ile tuning crankbaits and jerkbaits are common
topics for discussion among musky fishermen, one
thing that we don't ever talk about is how to prop-

erly tune our soft plastic baits. Plastics, which have only a flex-
ible internal wire harness ro give them rigidity, frequently get
out of tune and need constant attention to make sure that the
bair is running the way it is designed. They are among the
highest maintenance baits on the market.

The demand for rubber musky lures is as high as it has ever
been with baits like BullDawgs and Medussas finding their
way into nearly every fisherman’s boat. By understanding how
these baits are supposed to run and knowing how to properly
tune them you will ensure they catch as many fish as possible.

Rubber baits are designed to run straight through the water
just like a crankbait. What this means is that you fish these
lures with the typical pull-and-pause retrieve, pulling the baic
with the rod tip and then reeling up the slack line while the
lure falls in the water column. Every time you pull the bait you
want it to go straight through the water and not hook left or

; right, or roll.
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Tuning Rubber

If the bait’s harness is straight inside the bait, then the bair
should pull straight in the water as long as its body is perfectly
straight. If the harness is a little crooked then you will probably
have to bend the bair slighdy the opposite way to offset the
flaw in the harness.

The best way to tune rubber baits is to pitch them out par-
allel to the boat, maybe 15 feet, then use your pull-and-pause
retrieve like you would on your cast. While you watch the bair,
make sure that it is pulling straight through the water and not
going off to either side.

Do not simply pitch the bait out and then straight-reel it in
to see if it comes through the water straight. When you do that
you are not truly testing the bait at all — often a bait that is
extremely out of tune will come through the warter straight
when reeled in slowly. Think of that as checking a crankbait
to see if it’s running true at 3 mph when you actually plan to
troll it at 5 mph. It is the speed and snap of the jerks, just like
on your retrieve, that will tru[y tell you if che lure is in tune.

Tuning a rubber bait is just like tuning a crankbait, but
rather than tweaking the eye of the lure you are bending the
bait’s body. Bend the lure opposite of the way it's running out
of tune. If the bait is hooking to the left in the water, bend the
harness to the right and vise versa. Often only small adjust-
ments are needed to make the correction. In addition to tuning
the bait right and left you often need to twist the bait to pre-
vent it from rolling in the water. Normally this will be most
obvious at the end of your pull when the bait is falling in the
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Your Rubber

water. If at that point the lure is not falling right side up and
is rolling over, you will need to twist the bait back to get it
straight. Just like all tuning, you want to bend the bait opposite
of the way it is running — if it is rolling counter-clockwise,
then you want to bend the bait clockwise, and vice versa.
You can also control the running depth by tuning the bair.
If you want your bait to run high in the water column simply
bend the end of the bait upward (see photos, Page 60). If you
-~ want it to run deeper then bend the head of the
8 bait downward. Since you are normally fishing
- rubber in deeper water you will usually want
the bait bent down to increase running depth.

Fouled Baits
The two main things that are going to knock rubber baits
out of tune are hooking a fish and “Dawgballs” — when the
ure fouls on itself during a cast. Whenever a musky hits a bait
it will bend the lure in some way, so after releasing or losing
the fish always check the bait to make sure it is running cor-
rectly.

When you cast rubber lures and the leader or line hooks on
the back hook of the bait (creating a Dawgball), you will need
to pull it sideways back to the boat. This creates lots of resist-
ance which will usually bend the bait. This bend is often made
worse when an angler sets the hook in the belief the added
weight of the lure pulling sideways in the water is a fish. Either
way, every time this happens you need to make sure that the
lure is still tracking true in the water.

Lastly, if your leader ever hooks the back of the bait mid re-
trieve it is a sign that your bait is not running correctly. As
mentioned previously, when these baits are running correctly
the leader should never hook up on the lure. However, if the
bait is running to one side, it may turn 90 degrees or even 180

\

degrees in the water which will then allow the leader to hook
the bait. If this happens the bait needs work.

Staying In Tune

There are a couple of ways to make sure your rubber baits
are always running correctly. First, rip your bair all the way up
to the boat as opposed to just straight reeling the last 10 or 15
feet. This more or less allows you to check how the bait is run-
ning during every cast.

Next, | recommend hopping your bait around in the
figure-8 or oval ar the side of the boat rather than just moving

it straight like a buckeail. Not only will this increases your bite

rate at the boat, bur it allows you to detect any flaws in the
way the bait is running.

Additionally, when casting any rubber lures, make sure that
at the end of your backswing you let the bait hang for a split
second extra before powering through the cast. By doing this,
as well as thumbing the spool a bit while the bait is in the air,
you will minimize bait tangles. This technique prevents the
bait from tumbling end over end in the air and allows it to fly
straight, with the tail pointing away and the head of the lure
toward the angler. It is easy to get angry when the bait balls up
in mid air because of the wasted cast, but this problem is 100
percent the fault of the angler.

Load.lng up ti’lﬁ I'Od a.l'ld Puttlﬂg a lot OF Power il‘lto Youf cast
will dramal:ica.]]y reduce the frequcncy of this problcm.Keep
in mind that as your body fatigues you will start seeing a break-
down in your casting form. When this happens, pay specific
attention to what you are doing to make up for the fatigue in

your shoulders and back from a day of casting rubber.

Rubber Repair

Always fix any cut or slice in the bait that will make it less

Note how the har- This bait is bent left

This BullDawg has a :
straight hook har-  ness of this Bull- and will run fo the
ness. Dawg is twisted. bait’s left.

This bait is bent
right and will run to
the bait’s right.

This bait is twisted,
will run to the bait’s
right and roll over.

This bait is twisted,
will run to the bait’s
left and roll over,

MuskyHunter.com = August/September 2015

59



Tune Your Rubber

symmetrical. Anytime the lure has a large
cut (normally r from 2 fish), the slice will
open on the pull and drag, thus throwing
off the flow of water over it. For that rea-
son I recommend carrying a blow torch
and burtter knife, or a bottle of Mend-ic
glue, to fix all slices in the bait immedi-

ately to ensure it is running correctly.

The last way to ensure that you have

the best success wicth rubber bairts is to
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With its harness bent downward, this Bull-

With its harness bent upward, this BullDawg
will run shallower.

throw them away and get new ones after
they have seen several fish. They are ex-
pensive, but notice how it becomes
harder to rerune a bait after it gets eaten
or bent from casting. The main reason
for this is that the bait has been benrt so
many times left and right that the harness
actually has many small bends in it. Al-
though the lure may look fine, the small
bends combine to make it difficult to get
the lure running straight. A lot of retun-
ing will waste precious fishing rime.

As a general rule, as soon as a lure has
spent more then 30 to 50 hours in the
water or has been hit three to six times, [
start to keep track of how much time [
spend tuning it. When I think I am
spending more then twice as much time
tuning an old lure than a new one, I retire
thi—: lure aﬂd move on to 'J.I'lO'[her- Keep in
mind that this is simpl_v my breaking
Poiﬂt :;.rld m}' I'U.IC OF [humb YOLL V‘-"i”
]'la\'_ﬁ some bai[s Ehﬁ[ run perFEC[I}-’ ‘Jf:er
10 fish and others which are a nighrmar@
from thl:.' moment _"'OU PLI“ [he‘l‘ﬂ OLr.
Simply keep track of the time you spend
tr}'ing 0o tune¢ [1'1@ 1'.1“33 [0 ensure _\'Ou
waste as lirtle time as possibie.

Thfoughouf fhf season we 21” Spend
hundreds of hours making sure that our
boat, rods, reels, hooks and line are up to
par, burt iFyour baits are not running cor-
rectly all of that other preparedness will
be in vain. By constantl}' paying atten-
tion to the way your rubber baits are run-
ning you will ensure that the muskies will
pay artention to them as well!

For more abour Field Ediror Spencer

Berman, visit wwzc'.spmcc’:rm:zge’ingrzdy.r:am
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